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MEES –  
THE DRIVER BEHIND BUILDING ENERGY EFFICIENCY IN THE UK? 
 

This paper was put together following the CBx 

evening event in April 2015 and updated 

following the recent draft regulations. It 

summarises the early examination of the 

Minimum Energy Efficiency Standard (MEES) 

implementation and discusses what the 

impacts would be on landlords and tenants 

alike. 

 

From 1st April 2018, the MEES regulations will make it 

unlawful to let out eligible buildings in England and Wales 

that do not have a minimum Energy Performance 

Certificate (EPC) rating of an ‘E’. The legislation is in place 

to help meet a commitment to reduce CO2 emissions by 

80% by 2050. By implementing MEES, the UK hopes to 

improve energy efficiency in some the oldest building 

stocks in Europe.  

 

EPCs will define the scope of the MEES regulation. 

However, the methodologies used to produce the reports 

are not always the most robust and extrapolating the data 

is not necessarily easy. This can result in a varying profile 

of certificate ratings in the same area e.g. a street. 

Therefore, a review into the current validation methods to 

assess building energy models may be needed, with scope 

for a combination of mythologies that incorporates building 

performance against actual performance.  

 

Overall, MEES will require tenants to be more mindful of 

energy efficiency and what the regulation’s potential 

impacts are to tenancy agreements and landlord 

obligations. Furthermore, there are benefits for tenants to 

potentially reduce 

 

their overall energy expenditure under the MEES 

regulations. While this does not necessarily factor in as 

rental value, it does increase the attractiveness of a 

property.  

 

While MEES is to come into full force in 2018, the impact of 

preparing for the standard is already occurring. Landlords 

need to be mobilised to ensure they are not caught off 

guard. Likewise, tenants should be aware of any changes 

within their contracts and of any improvement works their 

landlord may complete. MEES is coming, and so far, it looks 

like it could have the greatest impact to the UK rental 

market to date. 

 

 

KEY FINDINGS: 
• To be within scope of the regulations, energy 

efficiency improvements must be cost effective. With the 

UK government scrapping the Green Deal, concerns are 

raised on how domestic landlords can maintain this cost 

effectiveness. It is yet to be seen if a suitable substitute 

system will be in place by 2018 

• EPCs may not be robust enough to be the only 

criterion for determining if a rental property conforms to 

the regulations. Occupancy consumption and profiles 

should be considered to provide greater accuracy in energy 

reporting 

• The MEES regulations may be the first piece of 

legislation that forces asset managers and fund managers 

to pay attention to sustainability because it actually affects 

the value of a building 

• Tenants and landlords should both consider the 

implications of MEES and how they may be affected. 

Particular attention should be paid to contracts and billing 

• MEES can be considered a necessary regulatory 

driver to speed up investment - there is more opportunity 

for upgrade for compliance with MEES. 

“It is anticipated that the Minimum Standards will 

be raised progressively up the EPC ratings scale 

although no trajectory has been issued” 

- Patrick Elwell, CBx 

FULL REPORT: 

http://cbxchange.org/knowledge/white-
paper-mees/ 

 

MORE INFORMATION: 
www.cbxchange.org            @CBxchange 

 


